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INSIDE
   THE NEWS
By ZERINA BAJRAMOVIC 
STAFF WRITER
Persian rugs, traditional ot-
tomans, and Iranian artifacts 
complemented the UNH Wildcats 
logo above the stage, as UNH’s 
Middle Eastern Cultural Asso-
ciation (MECA) successfully 
transformed the MUB’s Strafford 
Room into a culture-filled, mystic 
Middle Eastern destination.
Middle Eastern music 
echoed in the room as members 
of MECA finished setting up. A 
line of students formed outside of 
the door behind the balloons and a 
gold fringe curtain. 
Both students and faculty 
filled the room throughout the 
night, joining members of MECA 
in an evening of socializing and 
learning about Middle Eastern 
cultures through henna tattoos, 
belly dancers, the Arabic lan-
guage, and of course, delicious 
cuisine. 
MECA’s goal in hosting the 
event was to spread the word 
about the organization. They re-





UNH students organize last annual run to 
remember the life of Oyster River High graduate
Classroom to stable: The life of a UNH equine major
MECA holds cultural ‘Mystical 
Middle East’ event in MUB
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Sam Andrews, a senior on the dressage team with Everest a 
6-year-old Dutch Warmblood.
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A student receives a traditional henna  temporary body art as part 
of MECA’s Middle Eastern-themed event.
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Major Lilly and members of Delta Company cadets from West Point participate in Todd’s Trot.
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SCOPE explains it’s process and 
students react to the two spring 
concerts. 
Senior captains Nicole Grote and Laura 
McHoul both reached career milestones in 
the “All ‘Cats Wear Pink” game on Saturday.
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By DOUG RODOSKI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER 
Emotions ran high as runners 
of all ages participated in the 13th 
annual Todd’s Trot Road Race in 
Durham on Saturday, April 9. This 
year’s race marked the final time 
the event will be held.
The 5K race saw over 500 
participants compete on this bright 
and cool morning. Todd’s Trot is 
a scholarship fundraiser benefiting 
Oyster River High School gradu-
ates. It was created in honor of 
former Oyster River student-ath-
lete Todd Heuchling, who passed 
away in 2003 while attending the 
U.S. Military Academy in West 
Point, New York. 
Aliaksandr Leuchanka of 
Newmarket finished first with 
a time of 16.05.8. This was his 
first Todd’s Trot win. Next up 
for him will be the Boston Mara-
thon. Leuchanka was followed 
by Owen Kurtiak of Lee with 
17.18.7, and Fergus Cullen with a 
time of 17.28.0.
Heidi Westover of Walpole 
raced to her third Todd’s Trot 
victory with a time of 18.24.8. 
Finishing second for the women 
was Mary Kleine of Manches-
ter at 18.34, and coming in third 
was Amanda Syzmanski of Lon-
By CHRIS BARNARD
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
As summer nears and the end of the semester looms on the hori-
zon, UNH students are beginning to prepare for finals, including those 
in UNH’s equine studies program. Students in their final semester of 
equine studies are required to take a capstone class to prove that they 
are truly worthy of an equine degree. 
To do so, students must meet competency in a wide variety of 
areas, including veterinary knowledge, first aid, horse and equipment 
maintenance, as well as identifying the type and quality of hay that is 
best for horses. And those are just basic skills that all equine students 
are expected to have—each of the three equine studies concentrations 
has additional competencies in which students are tested.   
However, despite the rigorous testing, for many the choice to join 
the equine program was simple.
“It was just like, [I’d] really rather not sit in an office nine-to-
five,” said Christina Long, a freshman equine major, adding, “I’ve 
been riding since I was four.”
Long is currently an equine industry and management major, 
which is one of the three concentrations within the program.  UNH 
also offers equine science and therapeutic riding majors, the latter be-
ing the only collegiate program in New England.  The therapeutic rid-
ing major, which was added to the program about a decade ago, is just 
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HOW DO THEY CHOOSE? 
WHAT DO STUDENTS THINK?
By RAOUL BIRON 
STAFF WRITER
On Sunday, after a 140 mile, 
9-day trek from the Liberty Bell in 
Philadelphia to Washington D.C., 
a group of hundreds of activists 
arrived at D.C.’s Union Station. 
Their sights were set on Capitol 
Hill and campaign finance reform. 
Prepared for a week of sit-
ins designed to result in either a 
response from Congress or mass-
arrests, activists armed only with 
signs, megaphones and a 100 
dollar bill to post and forfeit are 
pushing legislation that includes 
repealing Citizens United through 
direct action. With over 3,000 
people pledging to risk arrest, 
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Dairy Bar keeps it localClean-up Crew takes action
Much of the food available at The Dairy Bar is locally sourced. In some 
cases, the products are grown as close as the UNH campus. 
The Woods Clean-up Crew started to pick up trash after realizing the 
consequences that some litter items can have on the environment. 
4
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Nicore Grote and Laura McHoul surpassed century milestones in Satur-
day’s matchup in Vermont.
UNH recorded multiple first-place finishes in a quad meet on Saturday.
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‘All ‘Cats Wear Pink’ UNH places high in quad meet 
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•	 Anti-violence rally & walk, 
The Great Lawn, 12 - 2:30 
p.m.
•	 Shakespeare at the Quad: 
The Music of Shakespeare, 
Dimond Library, 5:30 p.m.
•	 The Alamire Consort, Di-






•	 Personal Genomic Medi-
cine Lecture, MUB, 3 - 4 
p.m.
•	 Peter T. Paul Wine Lecture 
and Tasting, Huddleston 
Ballroom, 4 - 6:30 p.m.
•	 Art History Lecture: Dr. 
Ivo van der Graaff, PCAC 
a218, 4 p.m.
April 13
•	 UNH Peeps Show, MUB 
Strafford Room, 10 a.m. - 3 
p.m.
•	 Wildcat Workout Proj-
ect, Field House - Jerry 
Azumah Strength Center, 
12 - 1 p.m.
•	 Shakespeare at the Quad: 
Thompson Hall Lawn, 
1p.m. 
April 11
Stay Connected:•	 Shakespeare at the Quad, Currier Museum of Art, 
All Day.
•	 Wildcat Workout Proj-
ect, Field House - Jerry 
Azumah Strength Center, 
6:30 - 7:30 a.m.
•	 Combating Islamic State 
Cultural Cleansing Lec-
ture, MUB Theatre 1. 3:40 
- 5 p.m.
Take a walk on weekend rounds with some of your campus 
Resident Assistants, and find out what their job entails. 
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donderry with a time of 18.38.2.
 Todd’s parents, Bob and 
Sally Heuchling, spoke before and 
after the event about how mean-
ingful the fundraiser has been to 
their family. 
“This event has carried us for 
13 years,” Bob Heuchling said. 
“Not only Durham residents, but 
runners from all over the seacoast 
have competed in this event annu-
ally. We also have representatives 
of Todd’s West Point regiment, 
Delta Company, running today. 
They will be carrying a stone with 
Todd’s name on it, which will 
be displayed on a memorial near 
West Point.”
“We have reached our goal of 
providing a 5,000 dollar scholar-
ship to selected Oyster River High 
graduates, every June in perpetu-
ity. The qualities being rewarded 
are leadership and character, as 
well as academic achievement,” 
he added.
The Heuchlings were visibly 
moved by the turnout of athletes 
and supporters, which included 
individual of all ages.
“It means so much to us,” 
added Sally Heuchling.
Bob Barcelona, a UNH pro-
fessor in the recreation manage-
ment and policy program, had a 
huge team of dedicated students 
and volunteers working at the 
event.
“We had over 350 pre-reg-
istered participants for today’s 
event, and more than 500 overall. 
Many of the students in the RMP 
program have internships lined 
up for the summer, and this event 
helps them develop organizational 
and networking skills that will 
help them in their careers,” Barce-
lona said.
Dozens of Barcelona’s stu-
dents were working the event, 
identified by their blue event staff 
shirts and working with the run-
ners and families.
“I am in the RMP class right 
now, and involved in an indepen-
dent study program,” stated UNH 
senior Briana Johnson. “The RMP 
program at UNH has definitely 
helped me line up great career op-
portunities.”
“What a great turnout today.
There are so many families here 
and it’s a very meaningful event,” 
said UNH junior Sarah Dennis.
Sandy Blitzer, who has been 
a driving force with the Todd’s 
Trot foundation over the years, 
emphasized how the program is 
molding today’s youth.
“The scholarship program re-
wards honesty, integrity, and com-
mitment to life,” she explained. 
Representatives of Delta 
Company were on hand from West 
Point, as led by Major Helen Lilly. 
“The stone we ran with today 
will be on display with others in 
Palisades Park, New York,” Lilly 
said. “Our cadets are proud to rep-
resent today.” 
The large collection of be-
nevolent sponsors for the event 
included Progressive, Camp Birch 
Hill, Durham Village Garage, 
Scorpion’s Bar and Grill, and 
Wentworth-Douglass Hospital, 
among others.        
one reason why UNH’s equine 
program has been experiencing 
steady growth.
“We had about 24 students 
10 years ago,” said Sarah Ham-
ilton Rigg, director of the equine 
program, “We now have 92 stu-
dents in our four-year program.”
Horses have essentially al-
ways been a part of UNH, stem-
ming back to when working 
horses were used in everyday 
agricultural life, though the class-
based equine program only dates 
back to around the 1960s. Today, 
the UNH equine program is thriv-
ing, thanks in part to a number 
of factors that make the program 
unique.
For example, students here 
regularly get hands-on experience 
with horses, a feature that some 
other schools don’t have.
“You go out and actually 
work with the horses,” said Kayla 
Redman, a freshman equine man-
agement major. “It’s easier for me 
to learn that way.”
Rigg, who agreed that work-
ing regularly with the horses gives 
students a leg up on the competi-
tion, said, “It’s not uncommon for 
students to be in the barn multiple 
times a day.”
Another factor that makes 
the UNH program special is that 
it places a surprisingly strong 
emphasis on the business behind 
the equine industry. Rigg believes 
this is essential, given that much 
of the industry comprises small 
businesses, sole proprietors and 
independent operators. This busi-
ness background helps UNH stu-
dents stand out from those at other 
schools, landing many fruitful 
internships at locations ranging 
from equine rehab facilities and 
animal pharmaceutical companies 
to breeding farms.
“One of my students once 
personally delivered 64 quarter 
horse babies during his intern-
ship,” Rigg said, noting that the 
experience gained from these 
required internships helps UNH 
equine students get jobs after 
graduation.
Students with equine degrees 
has been a number of career paths 
available to them, such as in the 
racing industry, breeding, animal 
health and nutrition, equine physi-
ology and stable management.
The success of the equine 
program can also be seen through 
the performance of UNH’s two 
riding teams. The Intercollegiate 
Horse Show Association team, 
which rides ‘flat’ and over fenc-
es, have been regional champion 
multiple times in previous years. 
UNH’s Intercollegiate Dres-
sage Association team, that par-
ticipates in what is sometimes 
described as ‘ballet on horse-
back,’ has had similar success on 
a regional level and even won the 
national championship in 2009, 
making UNH the only state uni-
versity to ever do so. This is espe-
cially impressive given that both 
teams are merely extensions of 
the academic program, whereas 
most other schools consider it a 
club or even a varsity sport.
While riding, either casually 
or competitively, isn’t a require-
ment of the equine program, op-
portunities abound for those who 
are interested in learning.
“They teach you everything 
from the ground up,” Long said.
All in all, while UNH’s 
equine studies program might not 
be the biggest or most well known 
area of study, it gives an example 
of the variety of options available 
to students.  
MIDDLE EAST
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for the organization to be more 
inclusive to all students.
“We want to ensure that stu-
dents feel that they can join the 
organization without having to 
be from the Middle East,” said 
MECA member and Arabic stu-
dent, Maddie Pierce. “We also 
wanted to inform participants 
about some interesting cultural 
aspects of the Middle East in a fun 
and engaging atmosphere.” 
“I was thrilled that so many 
people attended the event outside 
of Arabic classes and our organi-
zation,” Pierce said. 
The henna artist was the 
most popular portion of the event, 
according to Pierce, as there was 
a consistent line throughout the 
night.
Six large circular tables and 
six smaller stand-up tables were 
decorated with red and gold table-
cloths and gold confetti stars. 
All of the seats were filled 
within the first half hour of the 
doors opening, even when people 
stood in line for food, henna tat-
toos, or to get their names spelt in 
Arabic. 
The night’s meal included a 
buffet-style dinner from Habibi 
Mediterranean Cafe in Ports-
mouth.
The free dinner included 
hummus, pita bread, stuffed grape 
leaves, falafel, basmati rice, cous-
cous, salad, and special house 
mousaka, all of which were pre-
pared by the cafe. 
Falafel proved to be the most 
popular food item. Two plates, 
90 pieces in total, disappeared 
quickly. 
Senior Lecturer in Arabic 
Ruwa Majid-Pokorny greeted 
and thanked everyone for coming 
throughout the night. She asked 
how people heard about the event 
and why they decided to come. 
MECA members all agreed that 
the goal of the event was to bring 
attention to the Arabic department 
and the organization. 
Belly dancers from Zabel 
Belly Dance in Dover joined the 
night’s festivities and performed 
the ancient art of belly dancing on 
and off the stage, dancing around 
the audience and offering on-the-
spot lessons. 
The “ZaBellies,” a student 
troupe from the studio, brought 
the traditional spirit of belly danc-
ing to UNH. The dance is consid-
ered to be a social folk dance, but 
also a historical art performance. 
UNH students attended the 
event for free and non-student 
tickets could be purchased for 
five dollars at the MUB ticket of-
fice. The event was funded by the 
student activity fee. 
Democracy Spring aims to be the 
largest American act of civil dis-
obedience in the 21st century. 
By next weekend, they are 
projected to be joined by hun-
dreds of thousands of people and 
over 200 organizations. Among 
the masses calling for an end to 
private spending in politics will 
be 24 UNH students. 
A busload of student activ-
ists will leave Durham at 4:30 
a.m. on Saturday morning. Some 
ten hours later, they will arrive 
at what they hope to be a turning 
point in millennial political mobi-
lization. 
“I think that this election 
cycle has really shown me how 
bought out our system is,” said 
Kelsey Lozier, a UNH sophomore 
and co-coordinator of the Student 
Environmental Action Coalition 
(SEAC), who are coordinating 
the trip. “The main-stream media 
bends stories and statistics con-
stantly and they seem to be having 
a real effect on people’s opinions. 
If we don’t act now to fight for 
a system that can truly represent 
the people, it may be too late to 
change anything and Wall Street 
corruption will continue.” 
“If you’re a climate activ-
ist, you’re going to D.C. Most 
of them are already there,” said 
Dylan Carney, a UNH sopho-
more and Core Team Member of 
Divestment at SEAC, “Our role 
ideally will just be in solidarity 
for the whole movement, but we 
will sit in on workshops to learn 
about other subjects and how we 
can push that movement around 
here.”
The actions planned for the 
weekend range as widely as the 
political causes that activists in 
attendance are advocating for. 
Concerts, teach-ins, protests, and 
direct nonviolent action will meet 
demands for addressing climate 
change, police brutality, private 
prisons, and private money in 
politics, in a movement converg-
ing around one rallying cry: one 
person, one vote. 
Sleeping in crowded hostels 
and church basements, some of 
Durham’s most politically ac-
tive students plan to work closely 
with notable community leaders, 
activists, politicians, and other 
students to both push their causes 
into legislation and learn how to 
continue their campaigns in New 
Hampshire.
“The importance of com-
ing together is that it shows that 
there are people from all over the 
country that feel the same way we 
do. We need to show the people 
in power that a culture of bureau-
cracy is no longer relevant for a 
sustainable society,” said UNH 
freshman Zach Adinolfi.
UNH students in D.C. will 
be grouped with students and 
activists from New England dur-
ing workshops and teach-ins. De-
signed in large part as a catalyst 
for continued involvement and 
political advocacy, much of the 
event is centered around training 
and educating those in attendance 
on how to continue their work on 
a local scale. 
“Students play a key role in 
the whole movement for a more 
just system and society. Not only 
are we the generation inheriting 
the earth that will be forever af-
fected by climate change, we 
stand as a symbol of new intelli-
gence and education. Our colleges 
and universities are meant to bet-
ter us for our futures, but there 
won’t be a better future for any of 
us if we don’t fight for a change,” 
Lozier said. 
ACTIVISTS
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By MARK KOBZIK
STAFF WRITER
Cans, bottles, pillows, 
couches, televisions, comput-
ers, you name it: it’s probably 
been dumped somewhere on 
the UNH campus.  In the back 
of the woods or right along the 
road, trash roams and piles on 
the weary ground, and a group of 
students have recently begun to 
pick it up. 
Last week, the UNH Woods 
clean-up Crew started its ini-
tiative to pick up trash around 
campus. Whether it is behind 
Adams Tower or Christensen 
Hall, the group of students, led 
by president of the group Emily 
Sherman and vice president Sa-
mantha Maniatty, are picking up 
what is left behind. 
“We thought a woods clean-
up crew would be a great idea 
and make a positive difference 
around our community,” noted 
Sherman. 
The two freshmen, Sher-
man and Maniatty, first realized 
the full scale of trash on campus 
when they started cleaning up 
the woods behind Christensen 
Hall. Their first clean finished up 
after a few hours and ended with 
seven full bags of trash. 
“We love being outside. 
We’d go out for walks and we’d 
see all of the trash and it was ev-
erywhere in the woods and were 
disgusted by it so we got the idea 
to just start picking it up. We 
started doing it on our own and 
then we asked, why not start our 
own club?” Maniatty said.
Trash is not only an eye 
sore, but can be environmentally 
dangerous. In the environment, 
much of the trash thrown away 
takes a long time to decompose. 
Plastic bags take 10-20 years, 
aluminum cans take 50 years, 
and glass bottles last for an as-
tonishing one million years. Ac-
cording to National Geographic, 
5.25 trillion pieces of trash are 
currently floating in the ocean. 
One of the most common pieces 
of trash found is fast food litter. 
Dunkin Donuts and Aroma 
Joe’s cups were abundant in the 
latest cleanup effort taken by the 
UNH group.
Phi Mu Delta also joined In 
with trash cleanup. There were 
about eight members of the fra-
ternity who partnered with the 
UNH Woods clean-up Crew, in-
cluding senior Justin Sherman 
who said, “It’s something simple 
people can do. So why not?”
Ideas of what to do with the 
trash ranges from charity to prof-
it. Member Caitriona Rafferty 
pitched an idea about collecting 
pull tabs from cans and donating 
them to Project Sunshine, which 
is a UNH group that organizes 
visits to children in hospitals. 
The cleanup crew is also looking 
to cash in on cans and bottles in 
Maine so they can pay for mem-
ber t-shirts.
Sherman does think UNH 
could do more to provide trash 
bins for students, but also frets 
with the laziness in throwing 
away trash on the ground. She 
hopes her group will change 
that. “If people see others pick-
ing up trash around campus, it 
will make them think twice be-
fore throwing something on the 
ground. That’s what we hope is 
the message. We hope people get 
an idea that throwing your trash 
in an actual trash bin is better 
than throwing it on the ground.”
Clean-up Crew starts cleanup initiative
MARK KOBZIK/STAFF
Pictured above are some of the items retrieved in last week’s 
campus wide clean up. 
     We love being outside. We’d go out for 
walks and we’d see all of the trash and it 
was everywhere in the woods and were 
disgusted by it so we got the idea to just 
start picking it up. We started doing it on 
our own and then we asked, why not start 
our own club?” 
Samantha Maniatty
Woods clean-up Crew Vice President
“
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By RACHEL GOODREAU
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Trying to choose an artist 
who appeals to the majority on a 
campus of over 12,000 opinion-
ated students seems like a dif-
ficult task, yet the Student Com-
mittee on Popular Entertainment 
(SCOPE) seems to have done 
just that not once, but twice this 
semester.
Up-and-coming rap star Fu-
ture will perform at the Whitte-
more Center on April 29 in front 
of a packed arena. The show sold 
out in less than six hours. The fol-
lowing weekend, country crowd-
pleaser Chase Rice will take the 
stage on May 7 for an equally 
sought-after show. 
So how does SCOPE con-
tinue to announce performer after 
performer that seems to impress 
so much of the UNH campus 
population? SCOPE’s executive 
producer Connor Sullivan noted 
the importance of the surveys that 
students fill out to provide feed-
back at the end of each semester. 
“SCOPE loves reading 
through all the requests on the 
surveys and [pays] attention to 
the popularity of each genre,” said 
Sullivan. “Country and rap have 
always been the most popular.”
With music popularity 
changing so frequently, it’s im-
portant for an organization like 
SCOPE to always be keeping in 
touch with what people are listen-
ing to, which is why such surveys 
have been implemented. Based 
on the high volume of ticket sales 
for both of the upcoming shows, 
the surveys seem to be doing their 
job.
The purchase of two sepa-
rate tickets doesn’t appear to be a 
problem for most students, with a 
large majority of them attending 
both shows. 
“I bought student floor tickets 
to both Future and Chase Rice for 
only $50,” said sophomore Sara 
Doran. “This price isn’t even half 
of what I would have to pay to 
see a similar performer at a venue 
other than school.”  
Student ticket buyers have 
the option of buying either a 15 
dollar bowl ticket or a 25 dollar 
floor ticket depending on whether 
they would like to be sitting or 
standing throughout the show. 
Like Doran said, these prices are 
extremely reasonable in compari-
son to venues such as TD Garden 
or the House of Blues in Boston.
Aside from affordability, 
another deciding reason for stu-
dents considering attending both 
concerts is whether or not their 
friends listen to the type of music 
in question. 
“I’m going to Future because 
my friends are going,” explained 
junior Lydia Brown, “and I’m go-
ing to Chase Rice because I actu-
ally like him.” 
Students with similar atti-
tudes to Brown may have never 
even heard one of Future’s songs, 
yet they bought tickets because 
their friends are rap fans. At the 
same time, other students who dis-
like country music bought Chase 
Rice tickets to spend time with 
their friends who do happen to like 
the genre. 
“We try to hit different sub-
genres in both rap and country 
while also trying to please non-
country and rap fans with other 
concerts,” stated Sullivan. 
SCOPE seems to be aware 
that they will never be able to 
please every single student each 
semester, even with the helpful 
feedback that is provided in the 
surveys. However, they benefit 
from situations like Brown’s and 
other students who will follow in 
the footsteps of their friends and 
potentially become fans of the 
shows’ genres.
With summer break on the 
horizon, it’s becoming more dif-
ficult for students to stay focused 
on their classes and schoolwork. 
However, thanks to SCOPE, the 
last two weekends before finals 
will feature back-to-back con-




LITCHFIELD — When Tra-
cy Madden heard her water could 
be contaminated with the poten-
tially cancer-causing chemical 
PFOA, she started thinking about 
all the ailments she’s endured over 
the years that her doctors couldn’t 
diagnose.
The 49-year-old property 
manager from Litchfield, New 
Hampshire, thought back to the 
nerve pain that continues to nag 
her as well as the skin problems 
that won’t go away.
She’s thinking it could be tied 
to PFOA, a chemical in Teflon 
coating that Saint-Gobain Perfor-
mance Plastics once used in its 
plant just across the river in Mer-
rimack.
“It’s absolutely overwhelm-
ing especially when I look at 
health issues I have been having 
and am having,” said Madden, 
after a community meeting where 
she learned her street will be 
among those where wells will be 
tested for PFOA contamination.
Litchfield is just the latest in 
Northeast communities to be put 
on edge over concerns that PFOA 
— has contaminated the drinking 
water. It also has been found in 
wells near a now-shuttered plant 
in North Bennington, Vermont, as 
well as in the Hoosick Falls, New 
York, water supply, where the 
company has two plants.
After learning of the con-
tamination in New York, the New 
Hampshire Environmental Servic-
es Department last month began 
testing wells within a mile of the 
Saint Gobain plant. So far, three 
wells in Merrimack and 20 in Li-
tchfield have been found to have 
PFOA levels at or above 100 parts 
per trillion. None exceeded 400 
parts per trillion, the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency’s advisory 
level for short-term exposure.
With scores of test results 
still outstanding, the state also an-
nounced that 400 properties in that 
area will get bottled water. 
The state has sent a letter to 
Saint Gobain saying it believes the 
company is “potentially responsi-
ble” for the cleanup, though DES 
officials haven’t ruled out other 
sources for the PFOA. 
So far, Saint-Gobain Perfor-
mance Plastics CEO Tom Kinisky 
told The Associated Press that its 
focus is on providing communi-
ties in New York, Vermont and 
New Hampshire with clean water. 
The investigation is ongoing into 
the source of the contamination, 
which Kinisky says cannot be de-
finitively linked to the company 
because it was so pervasive in 
recent decades — used in every-
thing from Gore-Tex jackets to ski 
wax to the linings of pizza boxes 
and microwave popcorn bags.
“We’ve been just trying to 
deal with the community frankly 
without dealing with responsibil-
ity or sources of the contamina-
tion. That hasn’t been our focus,” 
he said.
In Vermont, more than 100 
private wells in Bennington and 
North Bennington were found to 
be contaminated with PFOA at 
levels greater than the state’s ad-
visory level.
Stuart Hurt, town manager 
in Bennington, said people there 
and in North Bennington are con-
cerned about the long-term health 
effects of PFOA and on the value 
of their properties.
“Right now we can’t answer 
either of those questions, as tough 
as that sounds,” Hurd said.
The filtration systems that 
have been attached to some of the 
affected private water systems will 
remove all traces of PFOA, but the 
equipment is bulky and the home-
owner would always be required 
to disclose if the water system is 
contaminated, he said.
The uncertainty over the 
extent of the contamination and 
the damage it poses extends to 
Litchfield, an affluent bedroom 
community near Manchester that 
is mostly residential but is also 
home to horse farms, vegetable 
stands and fields being prepared 
for planting.
At Thursday’s community 
meeting, some of the 200 people 
in attendance peppered state offi-
cials with questions.
Matthew McQuesten, who 
owns a farm in Litchfield, worries 
all the talk of PFOA contamina-
tion could deter people from his 
business.
“Now that it’s out there, are 
people going to stop coming to 
our business because this other 
business has polluted our soil,” 
McQuesten said. “That is my 
concern. I would like a certificate 
saying that our soil is OK to grow 
vegetables in and I feel this com-
pany should pay for that.”











HOW DO THEY CHOOSE? 
WHAT DO STUDENTS THINK?
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Residential Assistants, or 
RAs have important roles at UNH. 
They handle incidents while on 
rounds, provide socials for their 
residents, interact with their hall 
directors often, and most impor-
tantly instill a sense of community 
in their buildings.
Gibbs Hall RA Rachel Berg 
and Hunter Hall RA Nate McAree 
conducted 11 p.m. rounds together 
in the lower quad on Friday night, 
writing reports that consisted of 
their observations while on duty. 
Typically during rounds, they 
watch for violations of policy. 
“You listen for parties and 
clinking cups,” Berg said. “You 
smell for weed, observe people 
walking down the halls…Basi-
cally making sure that people are 
able to handle themselves.”
During the rounds, there 
were no incidents that the RAs had 
to handle. The only interactions 
with residents that they had were 
friendly, and both RAs seemed to 
enjoy this part of rounds. 
The incidents that the lower 
quad dorms experience are few. 
Gibbs Hall director Emily Goupil 
speculated that this is because 
fewer people in a dorm means less 
incidents and because the resi-
dents of Gibbs have a great deal of 
respect for their RAs.
“The RAs and myself have 
emphasized that when you’re 
involved in an incident, it’s awk-
ward for everyone. Our residents 
respect their RAs, and for the most 
part, wouldn’t want to put them-
selves or their RAs in the position 
to have to write them up,” said 
Goupil. 
Both Berg and McAree are 
glad that they are RAs in smaller 
dorms. Both feel that the sense 
of community in a smaller dorm 
is stronger, and the amount of 
incidents they would experience 
is lower compared to what they 
would encounter in a larger dorm. 
How does a larger dorm com-
pare to a small, three-floor, three-
RA dorm like Gibbs? The largest 
dorm on campus is Stoke Hall 
with eight floors, 14 RAs, two hall 
directors, and more residents than 
the whole lower quad combined. 
On Saturday night, Stoke 
RAs Lisa Dittman and Tom Del-
Signore were responsible for 
rounds. Like all other resident as-
sistants on campus, they conduct 
rounds at 9 p.m., 11p.m., and 1 
a.m. The 9 p.m. rounds at Stoke 
were relatively uneventful.
“You’re going to get more 
noise earlier, but the incidents are 
going to be later,” said DelSigno-
re.
This is DelSignore’s second 
year being an RA in Stoke, and 
Dittman’s first.
“I like it,” said Dittman. “It’s 
nice because you can choose to 
have contact, but you don’t have 
to. And because it’s so big you can 
always find someone to get along 
with.”
Rounds at Stoke took a full 
hour to go through the whole 
building, because of the size. De-
spite this aspect, the RAs seemed 
to know each resident that passed 
personally, greeting him or her and 
sometimes chatting for a little bit.
“My RAs like-- save my 
life,” said sophomore resident 
Kathleen Stacey, who was study-
ing in a lounge during rounds. 
“They make me feel safe. And 
when they’re on rounds, they al-
ways stop by and say hi.”
Many of the rooms at Stoke 
were playing loud music, and once 
the RAs had to stop at an open 
door and ask the residents to turn 
their music down. They occasion-
ally smelled for marijuana, but the 
smells of Ramen Noodles and per-
fume were prominent in the hall-
ways on Saturday night.
“The main smell on the 
weekend is burnt hair,” said Del-
Signore.
The goal of any RA is to 
maintain a reasonable level of 
safety in the buildings. 
 “We’re not out to get any-
body,” said Berg. “We’re just try-
ing to make sure everyone is safe.”
A behind the scenes look at 
Resident Assistants on rounds
     We’re not out to 
get anybody. We’re 
just trying to make 








Fairchild Hall, the current in-
ternational dorm at UNH, located 
on Main Street, is turning 100 this 
year. 
For the celebration, Amanda 
Khampha, Fairchild residence 
hall director, said, “We have a 
100th birthday celebration hap-
pening on April 12 at 4:30 p.m. 
That will be open to the public. 
At 5 p.m., we’ll have a student 
speaker, a time capsule dedica-
tion, and some cake. People can 
drop off a letter to the future or 
bring in a small item to be placed 
in a time capsule to be opened 
in another 50 years. Later that 
evening at 7 p.m. we will have a 
closed building event. We have 
five students cooking meals from 
their home and sharing it with the 
hall. We are also thinking of creat-
ing a display of the history of the 
building and putting it up for the 
next year.”
The hall officially became 
the international dorm in 2010. 
In the ‘90s, Smith Hall, now the 
admissions office, was the inter-
national dorm. 
One student who has lived in 
Fairchild Hall for two and a half 
years, but is now currently study-
ing abroad, junior Jose Bowen, 
said what he likes best about the 
dorm is, “It’s all about the people, 
everyone has a positive, chill at-
titude.”
For Khampha, “One of my 
favorite memories is when we 
were filming a music video for 
the International Food Luncheon. 
We had sent out an email and 
had gotten very few responses. 
However, the beauty of this hall 
is how close everything feels. 
When you walk down the halls, 
you can locate people very eas-
ily. So a few of my students and 
I just started walking down the 
hall and knocking on the doors. 
By the end of the knocking we 
had gathered 30 students to join 
in on the filming and be a part of 
our music video. We also had a 
part where people had to come 
out of the rooms, which meant 
we had to ask students to borrow 
their rooms. The students were 
so kind, and quick to open their 
doors for us. It just goes to show 
that this community is very close 
and always willing to help out. 
It was a joy to see the students 
work together, dance, and have a 
good time together.”
Senior Megan McIntyre 
said, “Fairchild has changed my 
time here at UNH for the better. 
I lived in Williamson my fresh-
man year and felt like a small 
fish in a large sea. Despite hav-
ing 1000 other freshmen going 
through the same thing, I felt 
overwhelmed and only had a 
few friends. I quickly learned the 
large living areas were not for 
me. Sophomore year I moved to 
Fairchild and loved it so much 
I stayed here until senior year. 
This dorm has such a sense of 
family and friendship that I look 
forward to coming home every 
day from class and getting meals 
with my floor mates. Fairchild is 
an international dorm, which has 
allowed me to meet people from 
all walks of life and has enriched 
my cultural views of the world. 
With only 150 or so students 
I feel much more at home and 
have more friends here than I did 
in freshman-land. The location 
is perfect: right on Main Street, 
across from HoCo, and in the 
center of campus. While all of 
my fellow seniors were getting 
apartments I could not get my-
self to leave Fairchild because 
for the last three years it has been 
my home away from home. I will 
miss my beautiful building and 
will be back to visit next home-
coming.”
Fairchild Hall turns 100 years old
CONCORD — New Hamp-
shire Open Doors, a weekend-
long open house showcasing local 
businesses and artists in the fall, is 
now being held in the springtime, 
too.
Visitors are welcome this 
weekend to see participating stu-
dios, farms and shops. They can 
go on a self-guided tour, using an 
interactive map.
Spring NH Open Doors is 
managed by the League of NH 
Craftsmen, with support from the 
state of New Hampshire, as well 
as promotional assistance from 
other New Hampshire art, craft 
and business organizations. The 
League also manages a Fall NH 
Open Doors event that is held in 
early November.
Adele Sanborn is demon-
strating bookmaking and paste pa-
per at her studio at the TWIGGS 
Gallery at Cornerstone Design in 
Boscawen.
“People sometimes feel like 
they are bothering an artist or 
craftsperson by going into their 
studio,” she said. “New Hamp-
shire Open Doors eliminates the 
awkwardness — we want people 
to come in and see how we work. 
I like to involve people in some 
hands-on projects so that they 
can experience and appreci-
ate what goes into making fine 
craft.”




LAKE HALLIE, Wis. — A 
police officer fatally shot a de-
velopmentally disabled woman 
inside a western Wisconsin Wal-
Mart after she refused to drop a 
hatchet she had grabbed from a 
shelf, authorities say.
Chippewa County Sheriff 
Jim Kowalczyk said the woman 
was shopping with chaperones 
Friday at the store in Lake Hallie, 
between Eau Claire and Chip-
pewa Falls. The sheriff said Lake 
Hallie police were called around 
5 p.m. after she grabbed a hatchet 
from a sporting goods department 
shelf and began swinging it, using 
it on pillows and other items be-
fore officers showed up.
He said police arrived and 
ordered her to drop the hatchet.
“She did not cooperate, and 
then apparently lunged at the of-
ficer, and he did what he is trained 
to do, and shot her,” Kowalczyk 
said Friday.
The woman was taken to an 
Eau Claire hospital with wounds 
to her abdomen and thigh. Chip-
pewa County Coroner Ronald 
Patten said Saturday that the 
25-year-old woman died Friday 
night and that an autopsy was 
planned for Sunday.
Authorities did not immedi-
ately release the woman’s name. 
Kowalczyk said she was a resi-
dent of the Northern Wisconsin 
Center for the Developmentally 
Disabled in Chippewa Falls.
He said the woman became 
disruptive when it was time to 
leave the store.
“The escorts who were re-
sponsible for her were making 
sure that people were not affected 
and advising people to step back 
as they tried to escort her out of 
the store,” Kowalczyk said.
The sheriff said she had the 
hatchet in her possession for some 
time before police arrived. The 
shooting happened near the lawn 
and garden center.
The Lake Hallie officer who 
shot the woman was placed on ad-
ministrative leave and will be in-
terviewed by investigators, Kow-
alczyk said.
“Through our investigation 
we’ve gotten statements from a 
number of eyewitnesses, and peo-
ple who were in the vicinity that 
actually saw the police officer and 
the actions prior to the shooting,” 
the sheriff said.
Any surveillance footage 
from the store’s security cameras 
will be reviewed as part of the in-
vestigation, he said. The state Di-
vision of Criminal Investigation is 
assisting the sheriff’s office.
Officer shoots woman with hatchet in Wal-Mart
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Best Buddies provided dancing 
and coloring activities for its 
members at an event called Hob-
by Expo, to offer a little more fun 
on Sunday, April 10, before the 
weekend officially ended.  
“They [the students] want to 
do the same things we’re doing 
and have a college experience,” 
said Katie McKay, the Best Bud-
dies president.
Best Buddies is a UNH 
organization with the goal of 
sustaining one-on-one friend-
ships, integrated employment, 
and leadership opportunities for 
people with intellectual and de-
velopmental disabilities. 
The Hobby Expo was host-
ed in the Strafford Room of the 
MUB and featured activities such 
as yoga, musical chairs, board 
games, dancing, volleyball, col-
oring, and drawing. The social 
event hosted about 30 “buddy” 
volunteers and members. Best 
Buddies has 213 members, with 
70-100 being active in involve-
ment. 
The sources identified by 
their first names only are Best 
Buddies members with disabili-
ties who are minors. The last 
names are not given in order to 
respect their privacy. 
Best Buddies member Ally 
celebrated her birthday at the 
Hobby Expo by wearing a pink 
princess-style dress and a banner 
across her chest saying “birthday 
girl.” Ally’s outfit was completed 
with a “birthday girl” ribbon. 
 “I feel like I’m in paradise 
[when I draw],” said Ally. “And I 
am right now.”
Ally surprised her buddy 
Jaime with a rainbow, colored-in 
picture of a fox. Ally also brought 
her black dance shoes for the oc-
casion of dancing to songs such 
as “Cheerleader” by OMI and 
“Watch Me Whip” by Silentó. 
Best Buddies member Nikki 
found herself overwhelmed by 
the numerous activity options 
available, but eventually found 
that drawing was the best way to 
relax and take a break from eat-
ing Goldfish. 
“I like to draw fairies on the 
weekends,” said Nikki. 
Later Nikki danced to “Sor-
ry” by Justin Bieber in front of 
everybody after finishing her two 
colorings.
Best Buddies member Alka 
offered to make a 3-stringed 
bracelet, and completed the 
braiding of the strings in a mat-
ter of minutes. Alka bonded 
with Ally, and later won musical 
chairs. 
Best Buddies member Bryan 
traveled from Vermont to attend 
the social event. Bryan colored 
in his drawing template by only 
using his favorite color, brown. 
He colored in every line neatly in 
sequential order from the center 
outward. 
Best Buddies received a 
community service award last 
year for the copious amounts of 
social events and activities it pro-
vides, but Best Buddies president 
Katie McKay says the program is 
not a community service-based 
organization.
“We’re doing these events 
recreationally,” said McKay. 
“We’re just hanging out.”
Spring Collection 
Sign-Ups
Thinking about volunteering with T2T this 
spring or do you need service hours? 
Use the link on our Facebook page (UNH 
Trash 2 Treasure) to sign up!
This Ad Funded by your Student Activity Fee




‚ California’s medical marijuana 
czar says she believes there’s a 
need for weed, although she’s 
never smoked pot herself.
“Unlike regulating alcohol, 
I’m not a user of marijuana, so I 
am not familiar with how that af-
fects people or what it does,” Lori 
Ajax told the Los Angeles Times in 
an interview Thursday.
“But from the outreach I’ve 
done since I got here, it appears 
there is a medical need, and I’m 
tasked with doing this, and I’m 
going to do it.”
Ajax was appointed as the 
first chief of the Bureau of Medi-
cal Marijuana Regulation in Feb-
ruary by Gov. Jerry Brown. The 
job pays $150,636 a year and re-
quires state Senate approval.
Ajax’s division is working 
with several existing departments 
on drafting regulations that will 
guide the process for granting li-
censes, imposing sanctions, set-
ting product-labeling and health 
standards, and tracking sales.
The Legislature, which 
passed the licensing law last year, 
wants to start regulating the well-
entrenched and large medical mar-
ijuana industry by 2018.
“I have on my whiteboard 
‘633 days.’ It’s a good reminder 
how it’s actually a short period of 
time,” she said.
The schedule includes adding 
staff ‚  the division is budgeted for 
25 employees — and setting up 
meetings to get public feedback. 
Next will come drafting the regu-
lations and putting them out for 
public comment.
Ajax wants to require back-
ground and fingerprint checks to 
weed out serious criminals who 
might want to be licensed growers 
and sellers.
Some of the key features of 
the medical marijuana framework 
the Legislature approved — such 
as limiting how many licenses an 
individual person or business can 
hold — were modeled after Cali-
fornia’s alcohol license laws.
Ajax was chief deputy direc-
tor of the California Department 
of Alcoholic Beverage Control, 
where she has worked as an in-
vestigator and administrator since 
1995.
The 51-year-old Republi-
can said she doesn’t remember 
whether she voted for Proposi-
tion 215, the 1996 ballot mea-
sure that legalized medical mari-
juana use.
“At the end of the day, my 
opinion shouldn’t matter,” she 
said. “This is what was passed 
into law, and I’m going to get 
this done by Jan. 1, 2018.”
The job could expand to in-
clude regulating nonmedical pot 
if Californians vote to legalize 
recreational use. Backers are try-
ing to place a legalization initia-
tive on November’s ballot.
Ajax said she had no posi-
tion on the initiative.
“Right now, I have enough 
on my plate just dealing with 
medical marijuana,” she said.
Marijuana advocate denies use
BRENDON BURNS/CONTRIBUTING
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SAN FRANCISCO — Police 
in San Francisco say they’re look-
ing for a 2-year-old girl whose 
mother was killed.
Police spokeswoman Officer 
Grace Gatpandan said at a news 
conference Saturday night that 
Arianna Fitts is missing and con-
sidered to be at risk. She has not 
been seen since late February.
The girl’s mother, Nicole 
Fitts, was found slain Friday af-
ter being reported missing a week 
earlier.
Gatpandan says that due to 
the sensitive nature of this investi-
gation, they can’t disclose any oth-
er details about the killing or any 
other circumstances of the case.
She says that the mother and 
daughter “were reported to fre-
quent the San Francisco, San Ma-
teo, Oakland/Emeryville, Fresno, 
Santa Cruz, and Silicon Valley Ar-
eas, as well as various locations in 
Southern California.”
2-year-old daughter of slain mother missing
IN BRIEF
HONOLULU — Three men 
who had been missing for three 
days were rescued from a de-
serted Pacific island after a U.S. 
Navy plane spotted the word 
“help” spelled out in palm leaves 
on the beach, officials said Sat-
urday.
The men’s families reported 
them missing Tuesday after they 
failed to show up at the Microne-
sian island of Weno, U.S. Coast 
Guard spokeswoman Melissa 
McKenzie said.
The men were traveling in a 
skiff from another Micronesian 
island when a wave overtook 
them, she said.
“Fortunately for them, they 
were all wearing life jackets and 
were able to swim to the desert-
ed island,” McKenzie said.
The men were waving their 
orange life jackets when the 
Navy plane spotted them on the 
small island of Fanadik, several 
hundred miles north of Papua 
New Guinea. Two hours later, a 
small local boat picked them up 
and took them to a hospital.
McKenzie said she didn’t 
have updated information on the 
men’s condition Saturday.
Two bulk carriers searched 
a combined 17 hours for the men 
as part of AMVER, a U.S. Coast 
Guard voluntary search and res-
cue program. With AMVER, 
rescue coordinators can identify 
participating ships in the area of 
distress and ask them to help.
In the last two weeks, 15 
people have been rescued in the 
Pacific with the help of 10 AM-
VER vessels and six aircrews, 
the U.S. Coast Guard said.
3 men rescued from deserted island by Navy
Grown on campus: a look at the Dairy Bar’s sourcing
By KRISTEN DIONNE
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Located at the train station 
(adjacent to the Whittemore 
Center), the Dairy Bar is an 
establishment that takes great 
pride in serving food that comes 
from various local and whole-
some products.
The restaurant’s menu 
boasts over 30 flavors of ice 
cream to choose from, along 
with a variety of freshly made 
sandwiches and salads. 
So, exactly how local is lo-
cal? 
The tasty, old-fashioned ice 
cream served at the Dairy Bar is 
made with fresh milk and cream 
and is supplied from Gifford’s, a 
family-owned creamery located 
in Skowhegan, Maine. 
The eggs used for their fa-
mous breakfast sandwiches are 
supplied from Pete & Gerry’s 
Organic Eggs, which is located 
in Monroe. Its website claims 
that its egg business happened to 
be one the Northeast USA’s top-
selling brand of organic, cage-
free, humane-certified eggs.
If one were to order a salad, 
however, there’s a good chance 
that all of its ingredients came 
from the UNH greenhouses, 
which are about a half-mile from 
the restaurant. 
“We get all our greens from 
the high tunnels here at UNH 
thanks to the agriculture stu-
dents,” said Jane Calef, the man-
ager of the restaurant.
 Calef is referring to one of 
the newer agriculture courses of-
fered at the university, Food Pro-
duction Field Experience, which 
is a two-part course that provides 
students with a unique, hands-on 
experience in growing food and 
managing a small farm business. 
The students get to experi-
ence what it’s like to raise crops 
in ‘high tunnels’. High tunnels 
have become a popular trend 
among commercial farmers. The 
unheated greenhouses are used 
to extend the growing season 
in order to further improve the 
profitability and productivity of 
their farm.
The Food Production Field 
Experience online course de-
scriptions both include that 
students will be growing fresh 
vegetables and certain fruits spe-
cifically for the Dairy Bar, in ex-
change for a rewarding learning 
experience. 
On top of having a focus 
on serving food made with local 
and wholesome ingredients, the 
Dairy Bar also claims to have a 
focus on sustainability.
All food scraps from the 
Dairy Bar go to the university’s 
composting operation at King-
man Farm. Once the waste turns 
into compost, it returns to the 
UNH high tunnels with the stu-
dents to help grow the next crop 
of greens.
“That’s what makes this 
business so great,” said em-
ployee Rachel Clarke-Pounder 
on the enviro-friendly efforts 
of the Dairy Bar. “Sometimes I 
think that the ice cream is just a 
bonus.”
KRISTEN DIONNE/ CONTRIBUTING
The Dairy Bar makes ice cream, milkshakes and sandwiches using products from the agriculture program at the university.     We get all our 
greens from the 
high tunnels here at 




Manager of The Dairy Bar
“
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With award-winning dining 
facilities available on campus, 
UNH students often take for 
granted the ease with which they 
can stuff their faces for break-
fast, lunch and dinner. 
Whether it be a 10:30 p.m. 
run to late night at Philly or 
one of HoCo’s many delicious, 
themed dinners, the process 
of eating at the dining halls is 
incredibly simple and almost 
mindless; you realize you’re 
hungry, walk to the dining hall, 
grab a plate and choose whatever 
it is you want.
But what about those stu-
dents who don’t have the din-
ing halls available to them at 
all times? How do the commut-
ers and the other students living 
off campus keep themselves fed 
regularly?
The Gables, as well as other 
off-campus housing facilities 
generally provide their residents 
with basic cooking appliances 
such as stoves, ovens, and refrig-
erators. The students are given 
the accommodations. The real 
question is, how often do they 
utilize them?
Andrea Jaskulski, a resident 
of the Gables, admits that she 
rarely uses the appliances in her 
apartment.
“I cook pasta and occasion-
ally buffalo chicken dip,” said 
Jaskulski, “but that’s about the 
extent of my cooking.”
With an unlimited dining 
plan, Jaskulski claims to fre-
quent the dining halls exponen-
tially more than she cooks in her 
apartment. 
“The only types of food I 
normally buy are snacks to hold 
me off until I go eat at the din-
ing halls,” Jaskulski said. “I very 
rarely cook huge meals in my 
apartment.”
Since the process of eating 
at the dining hall is so easy, some 
may argue that it doesn’t make 
sense to cook your own food at 
all. Is there actually anybody 
who cooks his or her own meals 
every night?
“I used to make pasta in 
large quantities in the beginning 
of the week and have leftovers 
every night for dinner,” said Will 
Amar, a former resident of an 
off-campus apartment in Mad-
bury. “I was too far away from 
campus last year, so I never re-
ally wanted to make the trek to 
the dining halls.”
“I probably spent around 40 
to 50 dollars a week on grocer-
ies; mostly canned goods and 
pasta and the usual; milk, eggs 
and cereal,” Amar said.
Now a commuter, Amar 
limits himself to 150 swipes a 
semester and spends most of his 
time on campus in the dining 
halls before making the 45-min-
ute commute home to Pembroke.
Having a full kitchen set, 
however, can be quite a fun ex-
perience, according to Lauren 
Rousseau, a student living in the 
Gables.
An individual of Italian de-
scent, Rousseau cooks old fam-
ily recipes usually 3 or 4 times a 
week in her apartment.
“I most often cook chicken 
piccata,” said Rousseau, “to 
make it you cook the chicken 
in chicken stock in a pan on the 
stove and throw in some lemon 
juice, parsley and capers and put 
it over angel hair pasta-- its deli-
cious.”
For those living off campus 
who want to try cooking, the op-
tion is there, and for those who 
would rather not make a mess in 
the kitchen, HoCo is open 7:30 
a.m. to 9 p.m. every day. 
Off the meal plan: what students are cooking
STAFF REPORT
ASSOCIATED PRESS
COON RAPIDS, Minn. — 
A prank caller tricked workers 
at a Minnesota Burger King into 
smashing the windows of the res-
taurant to keep it from exploding, 
police said Saturday, mirroring 
similar deceptions at Burger Kings 
and other fast-food restaurants in 
other states in recent months.
Police said employees at the 
restaurant in the Minneapolis sub-
urb of Coon Rapids got the call 
Friday night from someone claim-
ing to be with the fire department. 
The caller said the restaurant 
could explode, so they needed to 
relieve the pressure. The manager 
and other employees believed the 
caller and smashed all the win-
dows on the ground floor.
“Officers arrived and found 
that the manager and employees 
of the Burger King were smash-
ing out the windows,” Sgt. Rick 
Boone told the Star Tribune. “The 
manager explained they’d re-
ceived a phone call from a male 
who identified himself as a fire-
man who said there were danger-
ous levels of gas in the building 
and they had to break out all the 
windows to keep the building 
from blowing up.”
Boone said there was no im-
mediate cost estimate for the dam-
age. The restaurant was boarded 
up Saturday, and investigators 
were trying to identify the caller.
Someone placed a similar 
call to a Burger King in Shawnee, 
Oklahoma, on Thursday night, 
claiming there were high levels 
of carbon monoxide in the build-
ing. KFOR-TV in Oklahoma City 
reported that the window damage 
there was estimated at $10,000.
“It is a little upsetting that 
they would try to give the fire de-
partment a black eye,” Thomas 
Larman, of the Shawnee Fire De-
partment, told the station. “We 
would never do anything like that. 
We’re here to serve the public, 
protect the public.”
A similar call to Burger King 
in Morro Bay, California, about a 
purported gas leak in early Febru-
ary resulted in $35,000 in damage. 
Not only did employees smash the 
windows, but a manager went as 
far as ramming his car into build-
ing. And police in Tucson, Arizo-
na, say several similar prank calls 
were placed to Jack in the Box 
restaurants there in early Febru-
ary, fooling workers at one store. 
A similar incident happened at a 
Wendy’s in Phoenix in late Janu-
ary.
Minnesota Burger King workers 
smash windows after prank call
GOT AN OPINION? 
tnh.editor@unh.edu




BALTIMORE — A year 
after the death of Freddie Gray, 
a small part of his legacy can be 
seen at a southwest Baltimore rec-
reation center, where the pound-
ing of basketballs and squeak of 
sneakers echo off the walls as 
young black men in shorts and 
sweats face off.
Ken Hurst, a white police-
man, watches from the side, a 
bum knee the only thing that 
keeps him from playing. He vis-
its the game each week, not to 
make arrests but to make friends. 
“I need them to realize I’m not 
out here to lock everyone up,” he 
says. “I’m here to rebuild trust.”
Seldom in the city’s history 
has that trust been so tenuous: 
Gray, a 25-year-old black man 
from West Baltimore, died after 
his neck was broken April 12 in 
the back of a police van. Protests 
erupted and long-simmering ten-
sions between the police and resi-
dents exploded into the worst ri-
ots and looting in more than four 
decades. The U.S. Department of 
Justice announced an investiga-
tion into allegations of unlawful 
arrests and excessive force.
In Baltimore and beyond, 
Gray’s name became a rallying 
cry, representative of black men’s 
mistreatment by police officers, 
and of the Baltimore depart-
ment’s own failings.
Police commissioner Antho-
ny Batts was fired. His deputy — 
and replacement — Kevin Davis 
— promised to repair a relation-
ship with the community that was 
so strained some say it’s safer 
to run from police than take a 
chance on interacting with them. 
While some in the community 
remain skeptical, other say there 
has been progress.
Davis has implemented a 
mandatory, 40-hour community 
patrol class that teaches officers 
in training — and eventually, all 
officers — how to engage resi-
dents. Davis said he has also be-
gun honoring officers each week 
for demonstrating “guardianship” 
—for forging strong bonds with 
residents, rather than making ar-
rests.
“That’s how far we’ve come 
this year,” he says. “Would that 
have happened before Freddie 
Gray? Probably not.”
“We can no longer just go 
occupy a geography, a poor mi-
nority neighborhood, and stop 
300 people in the hopes of catch-
ing 10 bad guys,” Davis said. 
“We’re also looking at who we’re 
hiring ... Are we hiring people 
with a service mind set, or people 
who watch too many cops and 
robbers television shows?”
Another initiative, the one 
that brought Hurst to the rec 
center, aims to get more officers 
out of their cars and walking 
the streets of Baltimore’s most 
crime-ridden neighborhoods as 
full-time patrol officers.
Howard Hood is a 22-year-
old black man who was born and 
raised in the neighborhood Hurst 
patrols, and he shows up to the 
rec center every Tuesday night.
“Not all cops want to see us 
dead or in jail. We need more of-
ficers to come out and feel com-
fortable being around us,” he 
says.
An hour earlier, Hurst, blue-
eyed with tanned skin and an 
easy smile, was walking along a 
commercial strip in the Irvington 
neighborhood, dotted with cor-
ner stores, liquor stores, cheap 
restaurants and a massive thrift 
shop. Spotting a group of young 
men loitering near a bus shelter, 
he gently but firmly told them to 
move along.
As he strolled down the 
block, a car stopped in the mid-
dle of the road and a young man 
popped his head out of the pas-
senger window.
“Whassup Hurst?” he shouts, 
his smiling lips parted to reveal 
teeth plated with gold veneers.
As part of his routine, Hurst 
walks to a cellphone store to 
check in on the manager. On the 
way, 45-year-old Keith Hopkins, 
who sat in a wheelchair, a hand-
rolled cigarette between his fin-
gers, stopped the officer to chat.
“Hurst don’t need a gun or 
a badge around here,” he says. 
“He’s one of the good ones.”
In 2015, the city experienced 
the most violent year in its histo-
ry, and the Southwestern District, 
Hurst’s post, saw 51 killings — 
the most of any precinct except 
the Western District, where Gray 
was arrested.
“Police officers, a lot of them 
think that every guy standing on 
the corner is dealing drugs, which 
isn’t true,” Hurst said. “And the 
community, a lot of them out here 
think every police officer coming 
up to them is going to make them 
sit on the ground and cuss at them 
and treat them badly.”
Community mistrust of 
police in Baltimore dates back 
decades. Former Gov. Martin 
O’Malley, mayor from 1999-
2006, instituted a “zero toler-
ance” crime-fighting strategy 
that advocated “stop and frisk” 
practices and cracking down on 
lower-level crimes such as public 
drunkenness and disorderly con-
duct. In 2005, more than 100,000 
people were arrested — roughly 
one sixth of the city’s population 
— and a Baltimore grand jury 
found excessive arrests in poor 
black neighborhoods.
The city paid $870,000 to 
settle a lawsuit by people who 
said they were illegally arrested, 
and O’Malley’s successors have 
moved away from zero-tolerance 
policing. The police commission-
er says those days are over, but 
the hangover lingers.
Dorothy Cunningham, 58, 
the president of the Irvington 
Community Association, was 
instrumental in getting Hurst as-
signed to her district. Hurst, an 
eight-year veteran, is beloved in 
the neighborhood, and has al-
ready helped residents feel safer, 
she says.
“Maybe the police learned 
something from the unrest in the 
spring,” Cunningham says.
Other officers struggle to 
blend into the communities they 
patrol, where residents are still 
fearful of police and critical of 
the department.
Across town, Jordan Dis-
tance, a black officer, walks a 
commercial strip surrounded by 
blocks dotted with abandoned 
buildings and vacant homes. The 
day before, five people were shot, 
one fatally, on his beat. The po-
lice had yet to identify a suspect.
“The shooting last night, 
there’s so many vacants and al-
leys and nobody’s going to tell 
me what he looks like,” he says.
“There’s that disconnect be-
tween us and the people. I don’t 
know if it’s because they’re 
scared or what.”
For Hurst, policing is only 
one aspect of the job. He hands 
out flyers advertising jobs and is 
helping transform a vacant prop-
erty into a community center, 
complete with a computer lab, a 
police substation and workshop 
space.
“There’s a guy who said, I’ll 
come and teach them carpentry. 
Another guy in the neighborhood 
said he’d come in and help them 
with their homework,” Hurst 
says.
“We’ll put in a garden and 
when the vegetables are ripe 
we’ll pick them and pass them 
out. We’re trying,” he says, 
“we’re trying our best.”
1 year after Freddie Gray, police work to heal city’s wounds
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Fla. — SpaceX has made good 
on a high-priority delivery: the 
world’s first inflatable room for 
astronauts.
A SpaceX Dragon cargo 
ship arrived at the International 
Space Station on Sunday, two 
days after launching from Cape 
Canaveral. Station astronauts 
used a robot arm to capture 
the Dragon, orbiting 250 miles 
above Earth.
The Dragon holds 7,000 
pounds of freight, including the 
soft-sided compartment built by 
Bigelow Aerospace. The pio-
neering pod — packed tightly 
for launch — should swell to 
the size of a small bedroom once 
filled with air next month.
It will be attached to the 
space station this Saturday, but 
won’t be inflated until the end 
of May. The technology could 
change the way astronauts live 
in space: NASA envisions inflat-
able habitats in a couple decades 
at Mars, while Bigelow Aero-
space aims to launch a pair of 
inflatable space stations in just 
four years for commercial lease.
For now, the Bigelow Ex-
pandable Activity Module —
BEAM for short — will remain 
mostly off-limits to the six-man 
station crew. NASA wants to see 
how the experimental chamber 
functions, so the hatch will stay 
sealed except when astronauts 
enter a few times a year to col-
lect measurements and swap out 
sensors.
This is SpaceX’s first deliv-
ery for NASA in a year. A launch 
accident last June put shipments 
on hold.
SpaceX flight controllers at 
company headquarters in Haw-
thorne, California, applauded 
when the hefty station arm 
plucked Dragon from orbit. A 
few hours later, the capsule was 
bolted securely into place.
“It looks like we caught 
a Dragon,” announced British 
astronaut Timothy Peake, who 
made the grab. “There are smiles 
all around here,” NASA’s Mis-
sion Control replied. “Nice job 
capturing that Dragon.”
SpaceX is still reveling in 
the success of Friday’s booster 
landing at sea.
For the first time, a leftover 
booster came to a solid vertical 
touchdown on a floating plat-
form. SpaceX chief executive 
Elon Musk wants to reuse boost-
ers to save money, a process that 
he says will open access to space 
for more people in more places, 
like Mars. His ambition is to es-
tablish a city on Mars.
NASA also has Mars in its 
sights and looks to send astro-
nauts there in the 2030s. In or-
der to focus on that objective, 
the space agency has hired U.S. 
companies like SpaceX to de-
liver cargo and, as early as next 
year, astronauts to the space sta-
tion. U.S. astronauts currently 
have to hitch rides on Russian 
rockets.
In a sign of these new com-
mercial space times, a Dragon 
capsule is sharing the station for 
the first time with Orbital ATK’s 
supply ship named Cygnus, al-
ready parked there two weeks. 
This is also the first time in five 
years that the compound has six 
docking ports occupied: Drag-
on, Cygnus, two Russian Prog-
ress freighters and two Russian 
Soyuz crew capsules.
The Dragon will remain at 
the station for a month before 
returning to Earth with science 
samples, many of them from 
one-year spaceman Scott Kelly. 
He ended his historic mission 
last month. Cygnus will stick 
around a little longer.
SpaceX delivers world’s 1st inflatable roomDONE READING? 




PARIS — The law firm at 
the center of the Panama off-
shore accounts scandal routinely 
usurped the name of the Red 
Cross and other charities to help 
obscure the origin of millions 
of dollars in questionable funds, 
two newspapers involved in the 
investigation reported Sunday.
There’s no suggestion that 
the charitable groups had any 
idea their name was being used 
in this way. International Com-
mittee of the Red Cross spokes-
woman Claire Kaplun told The 
Associated Press on Sunday that 
the revelation was “a total sur-
prise and something we find ex-
tremely shocking.”
France’s Le Monde and 
Switzerland’s Le Matin Diman-
che said Mossack Fonseca cre-
ated dummy foundations with 
high-minded names such as 
the “Faith Foundation” to hold 
shares in around 500 offshore 
companies. The foundation’s 
beneficiary was routinely listed 
as “the Red Cross,” a designation 
which served the dual purposes 
of hiding the firms’ real benefi-
ciaries and of draping them in an 
“NGO aura,” the papers wrote.
Mossack Fonseca didn’t 
immediately return an email 
seeking comment, but a leaked 
email cited by the publications 
appeared to lay out the firm’s 
reasoning.
“Given that banks and finan-
cial institutions are today asked 
to obtain information about 
economic beneficiaries, it has 
become difficult for us not to di-
vulge the identity of those of the 
Faith Foundation’s,” the email 
said, according to the papers. 
“That’s why we’ve implemented 
this structure designating the ‘In-
ternational Red Cross.’ It’s easier 
that way.”
Another email cited by the 
papers suggests Mossack Fon-
seca deliberately kept the Red 
Cross in the dark about the ma-
neuver.
“According to Panama law, 
the beneficiaries of a foundation 
can be used without knowing it,” 
the email said, according to the 
papers. “That means the Interna-
tional Red Cross doesn’t know 
about this arrangement.”
Kaplun, the Red Cross 
spokeswoman, said that using 
the group’s name or logo without 
its permission is barred by inter-
national law —and could put the 
group’s staff in jeopardy.
“We work in conflict zones. 
We work without weapons. Our 
protection is our name, our em-
blem, the faith that people have 
in our reputation,” she said in a 
telephone interview.
“Let’s say this money was 
linked to a warring party in a 
conflict. Imagine what conse-
quences that could have.”
The newspapers’ exami-
nation of the Faith Foundation 
turned up a host of questionable 
connections.
Both said that the Faith 
Foundation was a relay in the 
money trail leading back to for-
mer Argentine President Nestor 
Kirchner and his wife, Cristina 
Fernandez de Kirchner, who 
succeeded him in 2007. The 
foundation also played a role in 
a complex London real estate 
transaction involving Emirati 
leader Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed 
Al Nahyan, the papers said, add-
ing that another Panama-based 
foundation played a similar 
role in obscuring the finances 
of Elena Baturina, the wife of 
Moscow’s ex-mayor and repeat-
edly listed as Russia’s wealthiest 
woman.
Meanwhile, the offshore 
scandal made for awkward ex-
changes at a meeting between 
French Prime Minister Manuel 
Valls and his Algerian counter-
part, Abdelmalek Sellal.
Coverage of the meeting has 
been overshadowed by a partial 
French media boycott which 
kicked in after Algerian authori-
ties refused to issue visas for 
journalists from Le Monde and 
Canal+. The former had used 
the Panama files to explore the 
finances of several high-profile 
Algerians, one of whom was pic-
tured embracing Algerian Presi-
dent Abdelaziz Bouteflika.
Valls had previously con-
demned the visa refusal.
Quizzed during a joint 
news conference Sunday, Sellal 
complained that Le Monde had 
“dared to attack” the “honor and 
prestige” of the presidency.
Panama firm usurped name of Red Cross to hide money
By DUSAN STOJANOVIC
ASSOCIATED PRESS
PRINCIPOVAC, Serbia — 
Walking a winding path inside a 
thick oak forest at the border be-
tween Serbia and Croatia, Jiyan 
Ali cannot believe his misfortune: 
he barely made it to Europe across 
rough seas and rugged mountains, 
only to be abruptly halted just me-
ters away from his dream destina-
tion — the European Union.
The 20-year-old Kurd from 
Rojava, Syria, has been stuck on 
the Serbian side of the frontier to-
gether with some 200 of his fellow 
refugees since early March when 
Balkan countries suddenly shut 
their borders for migrants escap-
ing wars and poverty in their home 
countries.
Now there is no legal way for 
the group to move forward to the 
heart of Europe, or backward to-
ward Greece or Turkey, and they 
are stuck living in a rundown for-
mer psychiatric hospital in a coun-
try that cannot offer them work or 
other opportunities they desper-
ately seek.
As officials focus on the EU-
Turkey deal to return migrants 
from Greece to Turkey and on 
the tens of thousands stuck near 
Greece’s border with Macedonia, 
Ali and some 1,000 other Syrians, 
Afghans and Iraqis stranded in 
Serbia feel abandoned by the in-
ternational community.
“We are forgotten,” Ali said 
while making his daily routine 
with a few of his refugee friends.
The routine involves walking 
toward the border on a narrow dirt 
path to an old and rusty wire fence 
that marks the no-man’s land be-
tween the two former Yugoslav 
republics, and to have some fun 
by jumping with one foot inside 
what they believe is Serbia and the 
other inside Croatia, an EU mem-
ber state.
“Balkans, Europe, Balkans, 
Europe,” Ali and his friends 
chuckle, with their laughter echo-
ing inside the dense forest with 
blossoming spring leafs and wild 
flowers. No border guards were 
seen on Friday on either side of 
the border, which in the 1990s was 
a heavily mined frontier between 
the two Balkan wartime foes.
“I sometimes think, this is 
Balkans, this is Europe. I only 
need a few steps to cross,” Ali 
said. “I don’t know how smart is 
it to make that step, but maybe it 
is better to use the smugglers to 
make it there.”
With their hope, patience and 
money running out, the migrants 
stuck in Serbia are increasingly 
turning to people smugglers to try 
to get out of the impasse.
Local aid workers say that 
some 100 people try daily to cross 
from Serbia to Croatia or further 
north to Hungary, but most of 
them get caught. Also, some 130 
new migrants arrive daily in Ser-
bia, mostly through Bulgaria, us-
ing clandestine crossings, officials 
say.
“I am here for two and half 
months,” said Amir Eskandari, 
a 17-year-old from Afghanistan 
who is traveling alone and wants 
to get to Germany. “I tried three 
times to Hungary, two times to 
Croatia. Police caught me every 
time. I’ll keep on trying.”
Over a million people have 
used the Balkan route to reach 
further into Europe since last year, 
mostly heading for Germany or 
other wealthy EU states.
Ehsan Rahmatjan, 20, from 
Herat, Afghanistan, says he has 
had enough of waiting for the bor-
ders to reopen. He just wants to go 
back home.
“I think I will decide to go 
back because I came up to here 
by smugglers ... I had lots of bad 
experiences, dangerous things. 
So, I don’t want to try by smug-
glers again, it’s dangerous, it’s 
very hard. I don’t know, maybe I 
go back.”




FORT WORTH, Texas — 
The lives of 18-year-old Uni-
versity of Texas student Haruka 
Weiser and the teenage suspect 
in her killing differed dramati-
cally.
Weiser grew up in a tight-
knit community in Oregon, 
where she attended an arts mag-
net school and danced with the 
Portland Ballet.
By contrast, Meechaiel 
Khalil Criner, the 17-year-old 
runaway arrested in her death, 
was intellectually disabled, 
abandoned by his mother as an 
infant and in Texas foster care, 
his uncle, Leo Criner, told The 
Associated Press on Saturday.
Authorities say Weiser and 
Criner’s lives intersected vio-
lently on UT’s Austin campus, 
leaving Weiser dead in a creek 
on school grounds Tuesday and 
Criner jailed two days later in 
Travis County on a $1 million 
bond.
She grew up near Beaver-
ton, Oregon, in a four-acre co-
housing community established 
in 1998 around the values of 
community, service and sustain-
ability, where residents share 
tools like lawn mowers but also 
responsibilities like gardening, 
said Weiser’s neighbor, Helen 
Spector.
“She always had sunshine 
in her smile wherever she went,” 
Spector told the AP by phone 
Saturday while preparing soup 
for Weiser’s grieving parents and 
younger sister and brother.
Spector said Weiser loved 
ballet and hip-hop dancing and 
wanted to study medicine, emu-
lating her father, a doctor in Or-
egon.
She attended Arts and Com-
munications Magnet Academy in 
Beaverton, and also performed 
with the Beaverton Dance West 
Troupe, Portland Ballet and Or-
egon Symphony.
Weiser’s parents could not 
be reached for comment Satur-
day but said in a statement a day 
earlier that they “remain stead-
fast in our desire to honor Ha-
ruka’s memory through kindness 
and love. Not violence.”
Leo Criner said his nephew, 
Meechaiel, was bullied through-
out his childhood in Texarkana, 
Texas, and has the mental capac-
ity of a 10-year-old.
“I refuse to believe he just 
maliciously killed this young 
lady,” the uncle said in a phone 
interview from Texarkana, 
where he lives. “This kid don’t 
know nothing about killing. His 
mind don’t compute like that.”
Mary Wadley said authori-
ties had told her that her grand-
son, Meechaiel, was caught 
shoplifting in McKinney, Texas, 
shortly before he was admitted 
into an emergency youth home-
less shelter Monday in Austin, 
about 225 miles away.
McKinney police spokes-
woman Sabrina Boston did not 
return messages seeking com-
ment.
Wadley, who also lives in 
Texarkana, said she planned to 
travel to Austin on Monday.
Weiser was last seen leav-
ing the UT campus drama build-
ing Sunday night. Waller Creek, 
where her body was found Tues-
day, is along the route she took 
from her dorm to the drama 
building, police have said. The 
creek is near the alumni center 
and football stadium, an area 
that hums with activity day and 
night.
The killing shook a campus 
of about 50,000 students.
Police released surveil-
lance video that showed a man 
they said was a suspect walking 
a women’s bicycle. Firefight-
ers later recognized the man as 
Criner, whom they had spoken 
to in connection with a trash fire 
near the UT campus on Monday. 
An Austin resident who reported 
the fire also called police when 
she saw the surveillance video, 
Austin Police Chief Art Acevedo 
said Friday.
Criner wasn’t arrested for 
the fire but was instead taken to a 
Life Works shelter. Police found 
him there Thursday and took him 
into custody without incident. 
His arrest affidavit said his cloth-
ing matched that of the man on 
the surveillance video and that he 
was in possession of a women’s 
bike, as well as Weiser’s duffel 
bag and some of her other be-
longings, including her laptop.
The arrest affidavit said 
Weiser’s body had “obvious 
trauma.” An autopsy showed she 
had been assaulted, but police 
have refused to release further 
details about how she died.
The affidavit also said 
campus surveillance video not 
made public showed the suspect 
watching a female thought to 
be Weiser as she walked in the 
direction of her dorm with her 
head down, looking at her cell-
phone.
As she passed, the affidavit 
said, the suspect produced “what 
appeared to be a shiny rigid 
object” and followed her. The 
pair dropped from view as they 
reached the creek bank, though, 
and the suspect wasn’t seen on 
video again for two-plus hours.
Police have said a crime 
scene weapon hasn’t been re-
covered, however, and Acevedo 
wouldn’t speculate on motive.
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The annual Relay For Life event at the University of New Hampshire will kick off next 
Saturday, April 23 at noon. There 
will be 18 straight hours of shared 
support, refl ection and remembrance 
wrapping up at 6 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing. 
As a staff, The New Hampshire 
feels that this event is something 
every student on campus should 
participate in. There are few other 
times throughout the year that we 
students have the opportunity to 
come together in shared support of 
fi nding a cure for the various forms 
of cancer. 
Sponsored by the American 
Cancer Society, Relay For Life 
events take place in communities na-
tionwide. According to the Relay For 
Life at UNH website, 61 teams and 
746 participants have already raised 
$54,054.32. That’s a pretty impres-
sive mark, but there’s still plenty of 
time to increase that amount. 
Last year at UNH, a whop-
ping $75,564 was raised. Over 900 
students participated and over 40 
student organizations were repre-
sented. Those numbers are terrifi c 
and something we should be proud 
of. However, it’s important that we 
don’t get complacent. It should be 
our goal as a community to beat last 
year’s total in both dollars raised and 
participation. 
We all know someone who has 
been diagnosed with cancer. Un-
fortunately, it’s a disease for which 
researchers have yet to fi nd a cure. 
By participating in the event through 
walking as a team or donating mon-
ey, we, as a student body, establish 
a strong line of community support 
for our fellow Wildcats, citizens and 
people around the world. 
Specifi cally, the fraterni-
ties and sororities on campus do a 
tremendous job of showing support 
and raising thousands of dollars as 
a collective group. As of Sunday, 
April 10, fraternities and sororities 
registered to participate have raised 
a combined $9,111.55. However, 
a huge shout out to Team Grossi, 
which has already raised over 
$10,000, is in order. This team has 
89 participants who have by far 
raised the highest amount of money. 
Also, we’d like to recognize Hayley 
Siemering, who has raised $1,830 in-
dividually. These extremely outgoing 
and praiseworthy efforts help set a 
shining example of philanthropy that 
other colleges and universities would 
do well to follow. 
Certainly, there are other things 
you could be doing with your Satur-
day night. But taking the time to stop 
by the Whittemore Center in support 
of someone you know who has or 
had cancer is a worthwhile experi-
ence on which you’d be remiss to 
skip out.  Philanthropy is important. 
It speaks to who we are as a com-
munity and should give us a sense 
of pride. 
So if you haven’t done so 
already, please set aside some time 
for a noble cause and sign up for the 
event online. You can get there by 
Googling “Relay For Life UNH.” 
Keep raising money and 
encouraging others to participate. 
Together, we can continue the 
tradition of having a great turnout at 
Relay For Life. 
Rally up for Relay
As a sta , The New 
Hampshire feels that 
this event is some-
thing every student 
on campus should 
participate in. 
By participating in 
the event through 
walking as a team or 
donating money, we, 
as a student body, 
establish a strong line 
of community sup-
port for our fellow 
Wildcats, citizens and 
people around the 
world. 
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American religious extrem-ism has been around since this country’s inception. 
Jefferson saw where it failed in 
Europe and decided to be quite 
clear on how great of an idea a 
secular government would be. In 
1802, Thomas Jefferson spoke di-
rectly of the wall of separation of 
church and state in his letter to the 
Danbury Baptists. Not only did 
our founders have strong opinions 
on this matter, but the U.S. Su-
preme Court has held this distinc-
tion up for more than a hundred 
years.
The Supreme Court declared 
in 1947 that, “Neither a state nor 
the Federal Government can set 
up a church. Neither can pass 
laws which aid one religion, aid 
all religions, or prefer one reli-
gion to another… That wall must 
be kept high and impregnable. We 
could not approve the slightest 
breach.” President Ronald Reagan 
also strongly embraced the sepa-
ration of church and state when 
he said, “We establish no religion 
in this country. We command no 
worship. We mandate no belief, 
nor will we ever. Church and state 
are and must remain separate.” 
So why are we continually 
seeing a breach in that wall? 
Republicans time and again 
have passed laws that allow 
business owners to discriminate 
against employees and custom-
ers if their life styles infringe on 
the owners’ so-called “religious 
liberties.” The most recent anti-
LGBTQ+ law passed in Mis-
sissippi is called the Religious 
Accommodation Act. These 
laws are establishing a connec-
tion from biblical law to our 
Constitution. 
Meanwhile, to distract 
people, Republicans have 
passed anti-Sharia laws. Sharia 
law is the legal code for the 
Islamic faith. This is simply ri-
diculous. First, the Constitution 
and the Supreme Court have 
long upheld the secular view of 
government. Second, why? Are 
there a lot of Muslims in power 
in this country? Is Islam a new 
threat? Possibly, if you are liv-
ing in a paranoid shell with Fox 
News getting pumped into your 
ears every day, but other than 
that it’s so unnecessary. Okla-
homa recently passed an anti-
Sharia law in 2010 and several 
other states have passed similar 
laws. Maybe it would be wise 
to reflect on Christian theocracy 
instead of conspiracy theories 
that Islam is a huge threat.
Also, if you haven’t heard, 
Republican front-runners are 
openly Islam-phobic and proud 
of it. Ben Carson, the neuro-
surgeon who didn’t understand 
what Marbury v. Madison was 
and believed that the pyramids 
were full of grain, said that 
he would not advocate that a 
Muslim be president. His ap-
parent fear was that the Muslim 
president would try and enact 
religious law. Strange, why 
doesn’t he have a problem with, 
say, Christians doing some-
thing like that? This rampant 
hypocrisy is so ingrained in this 
political topic.
Trump is on the same page, 
and so are many Americans. 
The proposed ban on all Mus-
lims entering the United States 
is gathering a scary amount of 
popularity. A third of Donald 
Trump supporters in Iowa believe 
Islam should be illegal. Accord-
ing to the Intercept, a majority of 
Americans now support Trump’s 
proposed ban on Muslims. De-
cades of media propaganda and 
fear mongering have taken its toll 
on the American population. First 
it was the “savage” native Ameri-
cans and blacks, next the reds 
over in Russia and China, and 
now it’s Muslims and Mexicans. 
Some could argue this includes 
every other group that doesn’t 
hold political sway.
This whole debate is based 
around supporting homophobic 
and transphobic laws on one 
end, and pumping the airwaves 
full of Islam-phobic craziness 
on the other while never reflect-
ing on the serious matter. The 
religious right, emboldened 
in the 1980s by the rise of the 
Moral Majority, and then bol-
stered by 9/11 and the election 
of Barack Hussein Obama, have 
become far too extreme. These 
anti-LGBTQ+ laws and anti-
sharia laws are just a further 
representation of how out of 
touch Republicans are with the 
current cultural climate. Some 
have spoken up, like South 
Carolina Gov. Nikki Haley, 
who recently spoke out against 
a proposed anti-transgender 
bathroom bill. Even Republican 
White House candidate John 
Kasich seems skeptical about 
the so-called bathroom bills. 
Ted Cruz, Mike Huckabee, 
and Bobby Jindal can go on the 
same stage as Pastor Kevin Swan-
son, who openly supports the 
death penalty for homosexuality. 
But don’t worry, Pastor Swanson 
has said he will give them time 
to repent. Donald Trump can go 
on air and say that women should 
be punished for abortions. These 
are presidential candidates. After 
decades of religious fundamental-
ism taking over half the govern-
ment we are seeing a push back. 
The Supreme Court declared bans 
on same-sex marriage as uncon-
stitutional, but we have a long 
way to go. There are brave activ-
ists out there fighting injustice 
every step of the way. We must, 
as a society, band together against 
fear and hatred in order to stand 
up for secularism and progress. 
Mark Kobzik is a junior 
majoring in English/journalism.
Is there one project that you haven’t even started, due on the same day as your huge 
exam in that other class and you’re 
super stressed out trying to figure 
out how to get it all done, on time, 
and get a good grade? Are you 
freaking out because your rela-
tionship is going down the drain, 
in a lull or because you’re feeling 
horribly lonely and single? Try 
not to fret about these things. Al-
though they may seem enormous 
at the moment, every situation 
changes and in the end, as Shake-
speare says, “All’s well that ends 
well.” Tracy Lawrence’s song 
“Time Marches On” is all about 
expecting the unexpected because 
the only thing that doesn’t change 
in life is the fact that “everything 
changes.”
The lyrics of this song 
discuss a family unit consisting of 
mother, father, sister, and brother 
who evolve over time, with each 
verse describing a different por-
tion of their lives. The lifestyles 
described in each section for each 
family member also discuss the 
generational differences between 
different members of the house-
hold and cultural changes in the 
United States from the ‘50s to the 
late ‘70s, shown more specifically 
through the musical choices of 
the family during each time pe-
riod, mentioning Hank Williams 
and then Bob Dylan and reverting 
back to an “old Hank Williams 
song” in the final verse. 
The chorus itself discusses 
changes in the planet and universe 
to express the idea that not only 
the characteristics of individual 
people change, such as during the 
verses, but also that change is the 
one constant in the grand scheme 
of things. Individuals in the fam-
ily change during the song, but 
so does the family dynamic as a 
whole. For instance, in the second 
verse the father is separated from 
the family through his affair and 
in the final verse he has died. It’s 
not a tragic song about a sad fam-
ily, nor does it mourn the loss of 
an older time. It mainly states in 
a matter-of-fact way that the only 
thing we can truly expect in life 
is change. Honestly, this is a good 
policy to keep in mind because 
it reminds us to focus on what is 
most important in life rather than 
the trivial. It’s also a way of say-
ing that no matter what happens 
to you, you can move past it. Life 
goes on whether or not you want 
it to.
The music behind this song 
has an average pace and a steady 
drum or bass beat throughout, 
which represents the steady 
“march” of time. Just as the 
lyrics express, that steady beat 
in the back of the music does 
not change throughout the song. 
However, it does get quieter 
during the chorus despite the 
changes in vocal tone and keys or 
pitches by other instruments. In 
fact, the last thing you truly hear 
as the song fades out is that same 
steady beat. 
Although good parts of your 
life should be celebrated and 
should not be taken for granted, 
the trivial arguments or relation-
ships that we go through should 
not be dwelled upon, because 
they don’t matter in the “great 
circle of life” as Mufasa would 
put it. Or, if you prefer Timon’s 
policy, “you’ve got to put your 
past behind you” and finally, 
“Hakuna Matata”: It means no 
worries. So don’t stress out about 
what’s going on in every minute 
or second of your life, because 
in the end nothing is quite as 
grave as you think it is. Remem-
ber: Don’t make mountains out 
of molehills and look at the big 
picture because everything really 
is going to be alright. 
Gabrielle Lamontagne is 
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Thumbs up to scrambled eggs. 
Thumbs down to rotten eggs.
Thumbs up to the Masters. 
Thumbs down to being terrible at 
golf. Even mini-golf is a struggle. 
Thumbs up to the return of another 
professional baseball season. 
Thumbs down to not being able to 
afford Red Sox tickets. 
Thumbs up to Kanye West’s old 
music. 
Thumbs down to Kanye West’s new 
music. 
The New HampshireMonday, April 11, 201614 SPORTS
opened the scoring, and 
scored three consecutive to cut 
the deficit to one at 7-6. But as 
the team has shown in previous 
matchups, UNH finished the job 
in the late minutes of the game. 
The Wildcats answered ev-
ery comeback bid the Catamounts 
could generate, and came away 
with the 12-9 victory and im-
proved to 4-2 at home. 
UNH has improved to an un-
defeated 3-0 conference record, 
its best start in conference since 
2008. The team says they had a 
specific game plan to make that 
happen, and it was just a matter of 
bringing the effort along with it. 
“Once conference started we 
had a game plan and we stuck to it 
all three games,” Grote said. “We 
have the energy and I hope we just 
keep rolling with it.” 
“I think we are starting to 
come together as a team and peo-
ple are starting to contribute all 
over the field,” Albrecht said. “I 
thought today was a great team ef-
fort for sixty minutes so you know 
I was really proud of the team for 
that.” 
The ‘Cats take a break from 
America East action and travel to 
Boston, Massachusetts on April 
13 as they are scheduled to take 
on the Boston University Terriers 
at 4 p.m. With only 3 days to pre-
pare, Albrecht is confident for the 
upcoming competition that awaits 
them. 
“They’re a tough team, you 
know they have a lot of weap-
ons on their team so we’re look-
ing forward to the matchup and I 
think it will be a good one.” Al-
brecht said.
For more stories like this, 
visit TNH sports online at tnhdigi-
tal.com. For more information on 
women’s lacrosse, visit the UNH 
athletics website at unhwildcats.
com.
ASHLYN CORREIA/STAFF
(Above) Nicole Grote’s 16th goal of the season became her 100th career point in Saturday’s win over 
UVM. (Below) Laura McHoul became the sixth player in program history to record 200 career points 
on Saturday. 
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ounkou in long the jump 
(20’ 10.75”) and Alex Tamulo-
nis in the pole vault ( 14’ 11.50”) 
provided three first-place finish-
es in the field events.  
As for the track events, 
Brendan McCarthy won the 
1,500 in a time of 4:05.91, a new 
personal record, beating his old 
time by 1.54 seconds.
“[McCarthy] had a really 
good meet, plus as a captain he 
was supportive of everyone and 
cheering everyone on, just doing 
a great job,” Boulanger said on 
his senior distance runner. The 
old personal record stood for two 
seasons and McCarthy has been 
bouncing back nicely this past 
indoor season and continues to 
do so this spring.  
Freshman distance runner 
Brett Hoerner continued his suc-
cess with a solid first-place per-
formance in the 800, crossing the 
finish line in 1:56.14.  This was 
his first attempt at an outdoor 
800-meter race. Junior Drew Pi-
azza stayed consistent as well, 
hopping in the 400 to win it with 
a new personal best of 49.69.
Aside from the first-place 
finishes, the ‘Cats showed their 
depth once again with 10 sec-
ond-place finishes on the day, 
providing a substantial amount 
of points needed to win.  
If you missed this meet, be 
sure to check out the track teams 
as they compete in Durham this 
upcoming weekend on Saturday 
April 16 as they host the Wild-
cat Invitational.  The meet starts 
at 11 a.m. at the Reggie Atkins 
Track & Field Facility.
1. Laura Mchoul (38) 
2. Nicole Grote   (33) 
3. Carly Wooters  (24)
4. Krissy Schafer (22)
5. Marissa Gurello (16)
1. Carly Wooters (21)
2. Krissy Schafer (20)
3. Nicole Grote (16)
4. Marissa Gurello (13),  
Devon Croke (13) 
1. Laura McHoul (26)
2. Nicole grote (17) 
3. Catherine Sexton 
(5)
4. Rebecca Sennott 
(4)
The New Hampshire SPORTS Monday, April 11, 2016 15
In Brief
FROM STAFF REPORTS COURTESY OF UNH  ATHLETIC COMMUNICATIONS
Poturalski named to ACHA/CCM All-America first team
Sophomore forward Andrew 
Poturalski of the University of 
New Hampshire men’s hockey 
team was an American Hockey 
Coaches Association (AHCA)/
CCM Hockey Division I All-
America first team selection for 
the 2015-16 season.
Poturalski becomes the first 
Wildcat to be named an All-Amer-
ican since Trevor Van Riemsdyk 
in 2012-13 and is the 34th All-
American to be produced by the 
UNH men’s hockey program. 
Poturalski has collected a host 
of postseason accolades; includ-
ing being named a Hobey Baker 
Memorial Award Finalist, a New 
England Hockey Division I All-
Star, a Hockey East First-Team se-
lection and was tabbed the Hock-
ey East Scoring Champion. In 
early March, he signed a two-year 
entry-level contract with the Caro-
lina Hurricanes of the National 
Hockey League (NHL) and is cur-
rently playing for their American 
Hockey League (AHL) affiliate, 
the Charlotte Checkers.
Poturalski finished the 2015-
16 campaign with 52 points on 22 
goals and 30 assists and 31 points 
in league play on 12 goals and 
19 assists. He had 18-multi point 
games and two four-point contests 
(Oct. 10 vs. AIC, 1g, 3a; Oct. 23 at 
UMass, 1g, 3a). Poturalski netted 
his first career hat trick on Nov. 24 
at Rensselaer amidst a 10-game 
point streak in which he tallied 12 
goals and 10 assists. He finished 
his Wildcat career with 81 points 
in 77 games. He scored 36 times 
and assisted on 45.
For more information, visit 
UNH athletics at unhwildcats.
com. 
CHINA WONG/STAFF
Andrew Poturalski signed an entry-level contract with the Charloette Checkers of the American Hockey League on March 8. 
Daniel Dion wins play of the year 
Junior Daniel Dion of the 
University of New Hampshire 
men’s basketball team had the 
America East Men’s Basketball 
Play of the Year after receiving 57 
percent of the votes in the tourna-
ment’s final round.
The new bracket format had 
a total of eight plays from across 
the conference up against each 
other in a twitter poll held on 
the conference’s twitter page (@
AmericaEast). Dion’s play made 
it past the quarterfinals with 72 
percent of the votes and nar-
rowly escaped the semis with 51 
percent of the votes. The junior 
outlasted a put-back dunk play by 
UMass Lowell in the final round. 
       The Wildcats’ nominated play 
was in a 78-76 win over the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts Lowell 
River Hawks on Jan. 21 at the 
Tsongas Center. With 2.2 seconds 
remaining in the game, and the 
River Hawks with a 76-75 lead, 
UNH had the ball right in front 
of its bench ready to inbound off 
a play review. Dion curled off a 
baseline screen and ran toward 
the inbounder who dished him the 
ball. With little time to look at the 
defense, Dion twisted his body to 
face the basket and pulled up from 
beyond the 3-point line for a fall-
away three. The shot hit nothing 
but net and the Wildcats piled over 
Dion with 78-76 lead and 0.3 sec-
onds remaining. The play finished 
No. 3 on SportsCenter’s Top-10 
Plays of the Night.
“It’s an awesome feeling to 
be a part of such an achievement 
like play of the year in the con-
ference but I couldn’t have done 
it without all of the supporters,” 
said Dion. “From UNH alumni, 
students, coaches, and teammates 
to former high school teammates, 
coaches, and fans at Vista Ridge 
and throughout Cedar Park I thank 
all of you for supporting me not 
only in this situation but through-
out the whole year. I also want 
to thank my family for showing 
their relentless support through-
out the voting. Last but not least 
I would like to thank the America 
East conference for nominating 
me and giving me a chance to win 
play of the year. Thank you guys 
for the memory of a lifetime.” 
   Dion averaged 9.2 points per 
game on 33.9 percent shooting 
from the field and 31.2 percent 
from beyond the arc. He played in 
29 games this season with seven 
starts and 25.9 minutes per game. 
The junior ranked second on the 
team, and the conference, in free-
throw shooting (89.6 percent).
New Hampshire, who set a 
new program record with 20 wins 
this past season, ended its 2015-16 
campaign with a second-straight 
semifinal appearance in the Amer-
ica East Playoffs. The team earned 
its second-straight post season 
bid and secured its first postsea-
son win in program history in a 
77-62 win over Fairfield Univer-
sity. The Wildcats have only one 
senior graduating so the majority 
of the team returns next year for a 






The University of New 
Hampshire football team held 
its first spring practice of the 
2016 season early Thursday 
morning at Bremner Field. 
 The Wildcats are scheduled to 
hold 14 more spring practices, 
which wrap up with the annual 
Blue-White Spring Game at Cow-
ell Stadium on Saturday, May 7 
(12 p.m., free admission). That 
will mark the final football game 
in the nearly 80-year history of 
The Dungeon before the new 
Wildcat Stadium opens in the fall. 
 The team will be back at it 
Friday (4:40 p.m./helmets only) 
and Sunday (TBA/uppers). 
 UNH is scheduled to practice 
in full pads Tuesday, April 12, 
and Thursday, April 14, starting 
at 6:40 a.m. and Saturday, April 
16 (TBD). That same practice 
format (Tuesday-Thursday-
Saturday) is scheduled for 
the following three weeks, 
leading up to the spring game. 
After 79 seasons at Cowell Sta-
dium, the UNH football program 
will open Wildcat Stadium against 
the College of the Holy Cross on 
Saturday, Sept. 10 (Time TBA). 
Ever wanted to 
see how a 
newspaper 
works?
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Jordan Spieth quadruple-
bogeyed hole 12 and 
gave up a five-shot lead 
to Danny Willet in an epic 
collapse in the Masters 
Tournament final round.  
WOMEN’S LACROSSE 
Gritty in pink 
Ashlyn correiA/stAff
The team gathers around each other after one of 12 goals scored in Saturday’s win over Vermont. 
UNH defeats Vermont in the ‘All ‘Cats 
Wear Pink’ game at Cowell Stadium
By BRIAN DUNN 
SPORTS EDITOR
On Saturday, the Wildcats hosted the University of Vermont Cata-
mounts in the ‘All ‘Cats Wear Pink’ game under the lights at Cowell 
Stadium. In the end, Wildcat senior captains Nicole Grote and Laura 
McHoul shined the brightest as both players eclipsed century mile-
stones, and led their team to a 12-9 victory over Vermont, the first time 
UNH has beaten UVM since 2010. 
McHoul became the sixth player in program history to record 200 
career points when she assisted Krissy Schafer’s goal at 24:43 first-half 
mark. Grote recorded her 100th career point when she scored her 16th 
goal of the season at 14:28 in the first half. McHoul, who leads the team 
in assists, has her teammates to thank for her accomplisment. 
“Ever since freshman year [it was] just everyone making me better 
and my teammates around me because I couldn’t have done it without 
them” McHoul said. She now leads the team in points with 38. 
Grote’s milestone goal came off the hands of McHoul, a combo 
that Grote said started and continued to develop since day one of fresh-
man year. 
“Laura and I have been thing one thing two for four years now and 
it’s like the teamwork is amazing on this team,” Grote said. “We hope it 
keeps going, continually.” 
The efforts of Grote and McHoul, along with reinforcements from 
Schafer and Devon Croke gave Wildcats a 6-2 lead at the end of the first 
half. The score was highly predicated on the Wildcats’ defense show-
ing. The team scooped nine ground balls and forced Vermont to commit 
nine turnovers that allowed the ‘Cats to hold a four-goal advantage. 
“I think they just stuck with the gameplan and played nice solid de-
fense today,” head coach Sarah Albrecht said. “We really just executed 
so that was really great to see.” 
The game tightened up in the second frame as the Catamounts 
WLAX continued on Page 14
TRACK AND FIELD 
UNH tops three schools in quad meet 
Ashlyn correiA/stAff
Brendan McCarthy sets a new personal record in Satruday’s meet. 
By RYAN PAGLIARO 
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
Dominance was the theme for the day at the Reggie Atkins Track & Field Facility this weekend as the 
men and women’s track and field teams battled for two first-place victories. 
The women’s team finished in first with 220 points overall. Maine finished with 154 points, Umass 
Lowell with 140, and Holy Cross with 117. The ‘Cats had a superb 11 first-place finishes with multiple new 
personal records set. Sabrina Anderson recorded a personal record in the pole vault with a height of 11 feet, 
7.75 inches which earned first place.  Chelsey Serrano also came in first place with a personal record, com-
pleting the 3,000-meter steeplechase to the time of 10:59.12. Hannah Kimball won the 5,000 with her new 
best of 17:33.57.       
“That’s the key, you’ve got to have people in every event, if you want to win dual and tri-meets, or quad 
meets, you got to have everyone to fill all the holes.  That depth for covering all the holes was big for both 
programs,” coach Jim Boulanger said on both the men and women’s team. 
While first-place finishes are spectacular, great depth is also needed at these meets in order to score 
enough points to secure a victory, and the ‘Cats have shown they have plenty of depth. The high jump squad 
secured the top four heights with jumps from Rachel Morrison, Jeannette Mara, Shelby Strickland and Tessa 
Artruc.  
Running deep in the 100-meter dash as well, Lauren Perrodin (12.09), Sydney Kay (12.11), and Jessica 
Hackett (12.25) went first, second and third respectively.  Kay also placed first in the 200 with a time of 25.18 
seconds.      
Kay and Perrodin both took first place in their events and were also big contributors to the 4x100-meter 
relay team that won with a time of 48.76.  Hackett and Danielle Gajewski were also a part of that team.  
Depth was also shown in the men’s first place finish at the quad meet. The ‘Cats bested Umass, Maine, 
and Holy Cross with 191.5 points. UMass finished second with 175.5 points.  
The team enjoyed 6 first-place finishes.  Michael Shanahan in the hammer throw (194’ 7”), Joel Nk-
T&F continued on Page 14
